Failure of somatostatin to inhibit the stimulatory effect of different compounds on the lower esophageal sphincter of the rat.
In the present paper the tetradecapeptide somatostatin was investigated for its possible inhibitory effect on the lower esophageal sphincter (LES) of the rat. Somatostatin, which is known to inhibit both release of several hormones and also their actions, was found to be ineffective on the isolated rat LES. The hormone did not inhibit basal tone and did not antagonize the stimulatory effect of different peptidic and non-peptidic biological substances. The meaning and the importance of the above observations are discussed.